That Public Health is a worldwide issue (Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention 2011) 2. That Public Health researchers use a broad range of methods (Quine and Taylor 1998) 3 . That Public Health, in fact, is not a genuine discipline in and of itself, but rather that different disciplines engage in Public Health (see Hurrelmann et al. 2012 , but also see Winslow 1920!) Public Health thus follows an international, multidisciplinary und multi-method approach. Most issues of the Journal of Public Health reflect this, and so does the one at hand with its reports on studies from Africa, Asia and Europe (one of which was furthermore conducted by American researchers). Authors come from fields as different as aquatic science, epidemiology, medicine, meteorology, (micro)biology, nursing, psychology etc. Methods reaching from natural scientific analyses to psychological tests and "classical" methods of the social sciences (different forms of quantitative and qualitative surveys and interviews of individuals and of groups) all the way up to the analysis of scientific literature have been applied. Despite these differences, in some way or other, all the articles in this issue of the Journal of Public Health add to the knowledge needed to prevent disease, prolong life and promote health: In summary, the findings and implications of the articles included in this issue of the Journal of Public Health demonstrate the benefits of the multi-faceted nature of Public Health, which brings us back to the prize question: What do fluoride-free water provision strategies in Ethiopia, the Hong Kong weather, and literature on patient safety indicators have in common? Well, that is easy. From the perspective of Public Health, all three are useful starting points when it comes to contributing to its original aims of preventing disease, prolonging life, and promoting health.
